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Brought to you by Fleet 12 

 
If you have questions on the instructions here, you can contact the author Mark Werder at 916-534-8458 or 
rowing78@yahoo.com. 

 
Items you will need: 

1. Wheel chocks (A squared off rock will also work in a pinch) 
2. A 30’ – 40’ vehicle tow strap (These are available at some auto parts stores and online stores like 

www.jcwhitney.com. I have also seen heavy rope used but check the working load of the rope before 
proceeding) 

3. A jack wheel (It can be either attached to your tongue jack or directly to the trailer. 
4.  Large carabineers to secure and release the tow strap (optional but can speed up the process) 

 
 Ramp Launch Steps: 

1. Back the boat down the ramp, stopping the trailer wheels 2-3 feet from the water’s edge. Pay attention to 
the trailers alignment with the dock, it should be parallel.  

2. Set the parking brake. 
3. Set your wheel chocks on the downhill side of both trailer tires. 

 
4. Leave your safety chains on and disconnect the trailer from the hitch by raising it with the tongue jack or 

get your crews help to lift it off. The chains will prevent the trailer from going in the water if the wheel 
chocks don’t hold. 

 
5. Attach one end of the tow strap to your trailer behind the hitch and ideally around the frame. 
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6. Attach the other end of the tow strap to a secure point on the rear of your vehicle such as the hitch or 
vehicle frame. DO NOT SIMPLY LOOP THE STRAP OVER THE HITCH BALL, IT MAY NOT 
STAY IN PLACE AND YOU WILL BE SWIMMING FOR THE TRAILER. 

 
7.  Disconnect the chains and wire harness if still connected 
8. a. If you have a separate trailer wheel, lower your trailer tongue till this wheel is on the ground and 

rotate the tongue jack out of the way. 

       
8. b. If you do not have a separate trailer wheel, lower the tongue jack till the trailer is level. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Pull forward in your vehicle until the tow strap is tight and the trailer moves enough to remove the 
wheel chocks. 

 
10. Remove the wheel chocks. 

 
11. Remove any remaining trailer straps or bow hooks attached to the trailer.  
12. Back the trailer into the water slowly with your crew already holding dock lines for the boat. 

 
13. As soon as the boat begins to float, stop backing and allow your crew to guide the boat off. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14. Now pull forward and reconnect the trailer using the wheel chocks and tongue jack. It helps to have a 
crew member pull on the slack from the tow strap to make sure you don’t run over it while re-
connecting the trailer. 

 
15. Park the vehicle and trailer and enjoy your day out on the water. 

 
 
Ramp Recovery Steps:   

1. Back the boat down the ramp, stopping the trailer wheels 2-3 feet from the water’s edge. Pay attention to 
the trailers alignment with the dock, it should be parallel.  

2. Set the parking brake. 
3. Set your wheel chocks on the downhill side of both trailer tires. 
4. Leave your safety chains on and disconnect the trailer from the hitch by raising it with the tongue jack or 

get your crews help to lift it off.  
5. Attach one end of the tow strap to your trailer behind the hitch and ideally around the frame. 
6. Attach the other end of the tow strap to a secure point on the rear of your vehicle such as the hitch or 

vehicle frame. DO NOT SIMPLY LOOP THE STRAP OVER THE HITCH BALL, IT MAY NOT 
STAY IN PLACE AND YOU WILL BE SWIMMING FOR THE TRAILER. 

7.  Disconnect the chains and wire harness if still connected 
8. a. If you have a separate trailer wheel, lower your trailer tongue till this wheel is on the ground and 

rotate the tongue jack out of the way. 
8. b. If you do not have a separate trailer wheel, lower the tongue jack till the trailer is level. 
9. Pull forward in your vehicle until the tow strap is tight and the trailer moves enough to remove the 

wheel chocks. 
10. Remove the wheel chocks. 
11. If you do not have a trailer winch or bow hook, you will need to attach two 20-30ft lines to the trailer 

near the tongue to secure the boat on the trailer during recovery. 
12. Back the trailer into the water slowly. Stop at the minimum depth you think will allow the boat to ride 

up onto the trailer. This will probably be just after the front part of the trailer bunk is submerged, but 
every trailer is different. 

13. Walk the boat onto the trailer using dock lines. Once it stops, secure the boat. You can secure the boat 
with one of the following options: 

a. A trailer winch attached to the bow hook. 
b. A cable attached to the bow hook leading to the trailer ladder if so equipped. 
c. Using the lines already attached to the trailer in step 11. Run one line along the starboard side of 

the hull and the other along the port. Attach each line to your jib winches and use these to tighten 
the line, securing the boat to the trailer. Have someone on the dock tell the person in the boat 
when to stop. 



14. Now pull forward and reconnect the trailer using the wheel chocks and tongue jack. It helps to have a 
crew member pull on the slack from the tow strap to make sure you don’t run over it while re-
connecting the trailer. Secure the tow chains before disconnecting the tow strap. 

15. If it is a very short ramp, it is ok to pull all the way to level ground to reconnect the trailer but it is not 
recommended on longer ramps in case the tow strap fails. 

 


